Palm Sunday

April 9, 2017
~Gathering the Family of God~

The Peal of the Church Bell
Prelude
Welcome
One:
All:

All Creatures of Our God and King

~Hearing God’s Word~

arr. Michelle Hylto
Time for Young Disciples

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer for Illumination
Let your Word, O God, break open our hearts this day through the power of the Holy
Spirit, that as the scriptures are read and your word proclaimed we may enter into Holy
Week with the same mind that was in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Call to Worship
One: Awake to the day of triumph for our Savior!
All: We give thanks for this day that leads to the cross!
One: Come with your branches, hosannas, and songs!
All: We will fill the air with welcome to the Lord!
One: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
*Hymn

*Gloria Patri
# 581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen, Amen.
Tune: Gloria Patri, Henry W. Greatorex, 1851, Public Domain

All Glory, Laud, and Honor

#196

*Call to Confession
Let us face this day of palms and Jesus’ passion with honesty, confessing our sin
before God and one another. Let us pray.
*Confession of Sin (unison)
Holy God, sure of your faithfulness even in your dying, comforted by your
compassion toward your people in every age, we beg your mercy for our
imperfect gratitude. We have looked to you for paltry favors, when you have
given everything. We have withheld from your people, our neighbors, and from
your creation, our Earth, the care and tending they deserve. We have rejected the
cornerstone you sent to build a people of righteousness even here, today.
Forgive our failings. Heal what we have broken, nurture what we have neglected,
and lead us to your vision, so that we may know the peace of wholeness in you;
in Jesus’ name. Amen.
*Silent Confession
*Assurance of Forgiveness
Your God has come to you, humble, in the form of a slave, to free you from the weight
of sin and death. Jesus’ obedient suffering has released you. Your sins are forgiven, in
the name of the one who is exalted beyond what we can comprehend: Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.

Old Testament
One: The Word of the Lord.

Isaiah 50:4-9a
All: Thanks be to God.

page 681

Epistle
One: The Word of the Lord

Philippians 2:5-11
All: Thanks be to God.

page 197

Anthem

Ride On, King Jesus

Gospel
One: The Word of the Lord.

Matthew 21:1-11
All: Thanks be to God.

Message

Palms, Parades, and the Passion of Jesus

Howard Helvey
page 23

Rev. Terry Epling

Reception of New Members
*Affirmation of Faith (unison)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth, and in
Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended
into Heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
[The Apostles Creed].
*Hymn

All Are Welcome

#301

~Responding to God’s Word~
Pastoral Prayer
Invitation to Give
Let our hosannas to the one who brings liberation take form in our tithes and offering.
Giving of our Tithes and Offerings & Friendship Pad
Please take a moment to sign your name and contact information in the pew pad. You may also share any joys or
concerns on the cards in the pews. Place them in the offering plate for inclusion in the pastoral prayer.

Offertory
*Doxology

O Divine Redeemer
Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: Amen.
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Linda Hartman
#606

* Prayer of Dedication (unison)
God of all good gifts, we thank you for showing us how to care for each other.
May these gifts lead to great feasting for those who have no banquets set before
them. May these gifts build shelters and places of prayer for those who are
homeless. May these gifts proclaim your desire that all your creation live in
peace. Give us grateful hearts, O God, in the name of the one who came to draw
all people to himself, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
* Closing Hymn

Ride On! Ride On in Majesty

#198

*Charge and Benediction
Let the same mind be in you that is in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Look not to rewards and
celebrity for your good deeds. Do unto others what will nurture God’s will for them.
Listen to the word of the Lord, and believe.
Go in peace, assured of God’s presence with you, with the mind of Christ Jesus as your
path and guide, and the constant companionship of the Holy Spirit.

*Postlude

All Glory, Laud and Honor

*Please stand, if you are able.
Electronic aid for the hearing impaired is available from the usher.

“Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord”

E. Diemer
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