For this we ask your forgiveness. Help us to clothe ourselves with love that the
peace of your Son might rule in our hearts. This we pray in your merciful and
forgiving name. Amen.

CHRISTMAS EVE
First Presbyterian Church, Cape Girardeau, Missouri
Saturday, December 24, 2016

*Silent Confession

The Peal of Our Church Bell
Prelude

The Son of God Has Come

J.S. Bach

Welcome
Call to Worship
One: We wait in the night, in the hush that only stars can hold as they bend towards the
Coming of the light;
All: We wait in the night, laboring with anticipation of what this night shall bring;
One: We wait in the night listening to the cadence of minutes beat in rhythm with the
Birth of hope;
All: We hold our breath with the angels as they restrain their restless alleluias,
One: For God is on the way:
the mother is in labor, the father pacing,
the manger is ready,
the word is waiting to be born,
the light is coming and the promise is breaking through
All: We wait in longing for this night, in expectation of receiving Good News.
We choose to wait together and find we have moved to the edge of our
seats. In anticipation we pray for the Word to be born among us.
Lighting of the Advent Candles
One: For four weeks we’ve waited and counted the days. Now the night is here and we
relight the candles of hope, peace, joy, and love. Tonight we celebrate the birth of
the one promised to save us from our sins. We light the Christ candle and pray for
the light of Christ to enter our lives.
All: May this light cheer our hearts and shine though us to give light and love to
our homes and families, hope to our community, peace to our nation, and joy
to the world.
* Hymn

Away in a Manager

# 115

*Call to Confession
Christ has been born and has come among us. Now let us come before him and
confess that which we have done that is contrary to his peaceful kingdom on earth. Let
us pray,
*Prayer of Confession (unison)
Your word tells us to clothe ourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience. But too often we clothe ourselves with hurtful
garments; we instead wear stubbornness, selfishness, impatience, rudeness, and
apathy.

*Assurance of God’s Grace
One: Hear the Good News of the Gospel: God has come into our broken world and
saved us from ourselves. With God’s help, we are now able to put on clothes of
righteousness, generosity, and love. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
All: Alleluia! Amen!
*Gloria Patri
# 581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen, Amen.
Tune: Gloria Patri, Henry W. Greatorex, 1851, Public Domain.
First Scripture Lesson
One: The Word of the Lord.
Hymn
Gospel Lesson
One: The Word of the Lord.
Meditation

Isaiah 9:2-7
All:
Thanks be to God.
O Little Town of Bethlehem
Luke 2:1-14
All:
Thanks be to God.
God with Us

page 638
#121
page 58
Rev. Terry Epling

*Confession of Faith (unison)
In life and in death we belong to God.
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom
alone we worship and serve.
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives,
teaching by word and deed and blessing the children,
healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted,
eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the
gospel.
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering
the depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world.
God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the
power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
*Hymn

Joy to the World

#134

*Candle Lighting

Silent Night

The Church Choir

*Benediction
One: You have heard the stories of old, the stories of God’s salvation.
All: With Mary, we have pondered these things in our hearts.
One: Go out into the world to love and do as Christ would have you do.
All: With Joseph, we realize that our work has just begun.
One: As you depart, know that the love of God goes with you wherever you go.
All: We are strengthened by Christ’s presence with us. Alleluia!
One: Tonight, as we celebrate God with us in the birth of Jesus, let us continue to live
lives of hope, peace, joy, and love. Share God’s love with the young shepherds
you meet on the hillside.
Let the communion of the Holy Spirit fill your heart with glad tidings like the angels.
And the Prince of Peace born again tonight, may He live in your heart to comfort
and challenge you as you seek to live as one of his disciples. Merry Christmas and
go in peace. Amen.
*Postlude

From Heaven Above to Earth I Come

*Please stand, if you are able.
Electronic aid for the hearing impaired is available from the usher.

Johann Walther

