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Dear Compassionate Followers of Jesus Christ,

In the glowing aftermath of this past Advent and Christmas season, my heart is full when I think of the many
people that the love and compassion of this congregation has touched. It took a caravan of vehicles and
people to deliver the multitude of gifts and Christmas greetings emanating from our congregation.

Many of your ovens at home this past month were busy making Christmas cookies for delivery to the
members of the congregation who are unable to regularly attend worship or living with long-term illnesses.
Kudos to the Congregational Care Committee for the gracious efforts to visit each one’s home, delivery
homemade cookies and share to Good News of Christmas with a long time member.

The following Sunday many of those visited earlier in the week received our Church Carolers who sang
Christmas songs. Our Church Bus provided transportation with the capable driving skills of Bryan Harris.
Smiles of Christmas joy were evident of those that we visited. Many close-by neighbors came out of their
apartments and homes to hear our Carolers. So the Good News of Christ was shared with many beyond our
church roles.

Christmas stars decorated our narthex Christmas Tree. Each star represented a significant gift to the children
and their parents at the AMEN Center as residences of the Farmington Children’s Home. Stuffed vehicles
departed from our church under the carefully driving skills of Mike and Kathy Brown. | can only imagine the
surprise and joy of those children and their parents gazed upon the abundance of gifts on Christmas morn.

Thank you to each of you who contributed to spreading Christmas Joy through our church. Each of acts of
kindness remind me of a quote about ‘Emmanuel.’

And the step from "God with them" to Emmanuel, "God with us," may not be as great as it seems. What
keeps the wild hope of Christmas alive year after year in a world notorious for dashing all hopes is the
haunting dream that the child who was born that day may yet be born again even in us and our own
snowbound, snow blind longing for him.

- Originally published in A Room Called Remember by Frederick Buechner

‘God is with us’ whenever our acts of grace overflow and touch the lives of others. Maybe, just maybe, that is
what Church is all about. May your acts of compassion continue to reveal ‘God with us.’

Graciously in His Name,
Pastor Kim L. Nelson



Adult and Youth Sunday School
NURSERY: Our nursery is open from 9 a.m. on Sunday morning through our worship service,
for children birth through kindergarten. Children will be escorted upstairs from the nursery
to the worship service for the “Kids” Message and then will return to the nursery. In the
nursery they may participate in a brief Sunday School lesson and activity. Children are
welcome to join their parents for the worship service at any time. Parents come to the
nursery after worship to pick up their children.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL: Both Children’s Sunday School Classes will begin
their new studies on Sunday, September 13, They will continue to meet after the Kid’s
Message in worship. The Lower Grade’s Class will meet in their classroom next to the
Nursery, Kathy Woodfin and Cherie Herbst will be teaching this class. The curriculum will
focus on “The Stories of the Old Testament” based on the Read and Learn Bible. The Upper
Grade’s Class will meet in their classroom on the second floor. Their curriculum will focus
on studying “The Parables of Jesus”. This class will be team taught by Kathy Brown, Melissa
Harris, Sandy Wilhelm, Kate Broeckling and Julie Harrison.

ADULT CLASS: Bible 101-a survey course, taught by Pastor Kim, covering the entire Bible, its
history, context, tools of interpretation. Answering the questions about the Bible but you
were afraid to ask.
Sunday School-9:30a.m.
Sunday Service of Worship- 10:30a.m.

Treasurer’s Report FLOWERS FOR WORSHIP
As of November 30, 2015 Flowers for worship may be shared to celebrate
Preliminary your anniversary, someone’s birthday, or in

memory of a loved one or friend. They can also

General Fund just say “Thanks, God!” Please call the church

Year to Date Income $223,643 office (335-2579) to sign up for flowers.
Year to Date Expenses 280,233
Expenses Greater than Income 56,590 Worship Attendance

January 3 not counted
Investments January 10 68
Perm.anent Endowment $247,998 January 17 not counted
Restricted Investments 22,738 Januarv 24 75
General Fund Savings 296,063
Presbyterian Investment 131,828
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For a more complete financial picture,
you can attend the Finance Committee
Meeting, Session Meeting, or contact our
Treasurer, Jean Cairns @ 573-803-0085 April 9, 1933-January 8, 2016

“l am resurrection and the life”
William Stover Sr.

Memorials

Memorials have been received in memory of:
Bill Stover, from Laura & William Bennett, Sam Lisa & Lauren Bishop, Barbara Calvin, Ronald
& Shirley Deck, Rhond & Keith Beel, Chris &Young-Jie Deck , Don & Shirley Gibson, James &
Beverly Hirsch, Kent & Wanda Hoffmeister, Sharon Metcalfe, Ruth Needle, Bob & Ann
Parkinson, Joyce Rayfield, Madge Ridings, Kitty Rueseler, Betty Sewell, Stephen & Karen
Strong. Michael & Kathleen Brown, Virgil & Joyce Chirnside, Ronald & Mary Jane Cott,
Federal Reserve Bank, Jeanne & John Hirsch, Paul & Alice Kabo, Nelson Kasten, Martha
Stickler.




Daytime Circle

The Daytime Circle will meet on Tuesday,
February 9, 2016 in the Chateau Dining Room
at 11:A.M. We will order off the menu with
each person being responsible for their own
lunch.

The discussion will be Lesson 7 from our study
book "PSALMS" by Sue Edwards. This chapter
covers Psalm 103 so if you would like to join
us, but do not have a study book, you will be
ready to participate in he discussion by reading
this Psalm before we meet. If you plan to
attend please call Sharon Metcalfe at 651-
5274 or Ruth Needle at 334-4515 and let one
of them know you are planning to come so
that arrangements may be made for a table
big enough to accommodate all of us.

ANNUAL
MEETING
P A

Annual Meeting of our Congregation

The Session of our Church has set Sunday,
February 7, after worship in the Fellowship
Hall as the official Annual Meeting of our
Congregation. A luncheon will proceed the
meeting and the luncheon is being planned by
the Fellowship Committee which is chaired by
Caroline Manuel.

Pastor Kim will be
preaching in his
official uniform
on Super Bowl
Sunday, February
7",
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The Book Club will meet on Thursday,

February 11, at 7:00pm at the home of Jean
Cairns. February’s book is “The Confessor” by
Dan Silva. The March meeting will be on
Thursday, March 10 at the home of Sharon
Metcalfe, and the book is “All Fall Down” by
Jennifer Weiner. In April, we will meet on
Thursday, April 14 at the home of Rebecca
Nelson and we will discuss Anne La Motts’
“Thanks, Help, Wow: Three Essential Prayers”.

February Meal-a-Month
2 Cans of chicken noodle soup
2 Cans of apple sauce
Box of crackers

On the weekend of January 15", troop
4 packed up and headed out to Shannon’s
Neighborhood outside of Perryville where the local
OA chapter was hosting the Shawnee District
Klondike competition. The competition consists of
2 cold weather camping nights and a full day of
events to demonstrate scout skills and knowledge.
This year’s events included 1** Aid, fire building,
teamwork, knots, lashings, and troop 4 brought
home the 2" place trophy (rock).
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Cub Scout Pack 15will be

Celebrating their Blue and Gold Banquet February
21, at the Activity Building at 1:00pm. They are
celebrating the birthday of Boy Scouts. Church
members are invited to attend. Call the church
office so they can have a number if you are able to
attend. After the dinner we will have 5 boys
receiving the highest award they can receive in
cub scouting (Arrow of Light) and then crossing
over into Boy Scouts Troop 4.




2016 First Presbyterian Church of Cape Girardeau
Committee Responsibilities

CLASS OF 2016
Nancy Bray Christian Outreach
John Broeckling Communications
Caroline Manuel Fellowship
Joanna Shaver Worship and Arts
CLASS OF 2017
Paul Farris Finance
Melissa Harris Christian Education
Janna Tuck Mission
Dale Watkins Property
CLASS OF 2018
Barbara Calvin Clerk of Session
Scott Harrison Communications and Personnel
Harvey Hecht Worship and Arts
Jeanne Hirsch Christian Outreach

Nominating Committee of the Congregation:
Nancy Bray, Chairperson
Melissa Harris, Vice Chairperson

Clerk of Session:
Barbara Calvin

Treasurer:
Jean Cairns, to be formerly elected February 21, 2016

From the Session

At the stated January 17, 2016 meeting of the Session, the Elders did the following;
1. Barbara Calvin was elected Clerk of Session.

2. Committee assignments were made for 2016 by Pastor Nelson.

3. The 2016 budget was presented by the Finance Committee and accepted after an additional
expenditure was approved to offer Rebecca Nelson a 6 months contract to serve as Choir Director for a
total salary of $3500.00. The budget will be presented to the Congregation as information at the
upcoming Annual Meeting on Feb. 7.

4. Pastor Nelson requested a cost of living increase of $2.1% for the 2016 year. This will be presented
to the Congregation for vote at the Annual Meeting on Feb. 7™

5. Discussion on the possible sale of the Activities Building was tabled until after the Congregational
vote at the Annual Meeting.

6. Approval was given for the Worship and Arts Committee to host a spaghetti dinner after Easter to
benefit the music scholar program. The music scholars would perform at the dinner.

7. A pay increase was approved at 2.5% for custodian Gina Thomas.




The Christian Education Committee is pleased to announcement a New Lenten
Devotional Be Holy.

Lent 1s a holy journey with God, but what does it mean
exactly to be “holy”? In Be Holy, Presbyterians Today’s
new Lenten devotional for 2016, pastor and author Brian
Coulter has penned a series of brief daily reflections, paired
with a short, ancient form of praise and petition called a
breath prayer, to explore what holiness means for Christians
today. He invites us to receive from God this blessed gift
that makes our lives more compelling, more enjoyable, and
more faithful. Bess Reynolds’s original artwork brings this
holy Lenten journey to life. Perfect for congregations,
families, and individuals, Be Holy provides a Scripture
reading, meditation, and prayer for each day of Lent. A
copy can be found as a special insert in your most recent
copy of Presbyterians Today, January/February 2016 Edition. The church has ordered a
limited number of these excellent devotional booklets. If you do not received
Presbyterian Today or would like an additional copy to give to someone, we ask that you
donate $3.00/copy.

Presbyterian Today, our denominational magazine, is provided to you free of charge due
to a special donation by a Ruling Elder of our Church. It is an outstanding resource
sharing the world-wide mission of our denomination and addressing issues of interest of
every Christian. If you are not receiving one in home, please contact the church office
and we will make sure your name and address has been properly submitted to the
publisher.

Join the Lenten Journey

6:30 pm. Wednesday, February 10
Upper Room
(Third Floor of our Educational Wing)

Begin your spiritual journey to be closer to God by
joining your brothers and sisters in this sacred time.



2016 Lenten Series
Christ Episcopal Church
and
First Presbyterian Church of Cape Girardeau

February 17-March 16
(February 17, 24, March 2, 9, and 16)
Christ Episcopal Church
at the corner of Themis and Fountain
5:30-7:00 pm

Sharing at the Table
Every Wednesday night participants are encouraged to bring homemade soup and sandwiches
to share. We will begin dinner sharply at 5:30 pm. Our guest speakers will begin at 5:45 and
conclude no later than 6:30 pm. We will enter into a time of Evensong-an evening time of
worship and giving thanks to God for day just concluded.

The topic of each week’s speaker will focus on Journeys of Addiction and Recovery. These
personal stories show the impact of addiction and recovery on individuals, families and
community. Recovery makes huge differences in all our lives. The first meeting will be a
general introduction to the topic and the last will be a summary/wrap up of what we've
discussed; | will be leading that part of our discussions.



FEBRUARY PRAYER CALENDAR

The Session hopes you will use this ‘Prayer Calendar’ as we daily
pray for each other and some of the mission concerns of our church.

Jacob Harrison (birthday)
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Hanmi Presbytery
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Brucee Woods (birthday)
Presbytery of the Pacific

-
I

Presbytery of Riverside
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David Brown, Paul Pautler (birthday)
Presbytery of San Gabriel
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Presbytery of San Fernando

10™  Jeanne Hirsch (birthday)

11™ Presbytery of Santa Barbara
12™  Elsie Jane Harris (birthday)

13™  Latin America and the Caribbean

14™  Jim Hirsch (birthday)
Bob & Ann Parkinson, Ray & Sandy Wilhelm (anniversary)

15™  Argentina/Paraguay/Uruguay
16™  Brasil

17™  Rob Williams

18™  chile

19™ Benjamin Broeckling (birthday)
20™  Sam McCune (birthday)

21" Peru

22"°  Bolivia

23%°  Colombia

24™  Venezuela

25™  Caribbean Islands

26" Presbytery of San Diego

27™  Dominican Republic

28™  Haiti

29' Presbytery of San Diego

From the Mission Yearbook of Prayer and Study
Lord, you know everything; you know that we love you! Help us to take care of your sheep. Help us to follow
you to new places. Give us love for the lost and lonely. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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