Baptism of Our Lord January 10, 2016
Scriptural Meditation

Now, says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear,
for | have redeemed you; | have called you by name, you are mine. 2When you pass through the
waters, | will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk
through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 3 For | am the LORD

your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. Isaiah 43:1-3

Gathering the Family of God~
The Peal of Our Church Bell
Welcome and Greeting One Another with the Peace of Christ

Prelude Nicaea

Call to Worship Adapted from Isaiah 43 and Psalm 29)
One: Our God is a God of power and strength!

arr. by Hal Hopson

All:  God has created each of us with tender care.

One: Our God is a God of majesty and awe!

All:  God walks with each of us every step of the way.
One: Our God is a God of glory and wonder!

All:  God loves each of us with tenderness and passion.
One: Our God calls us each by name.

All:  God calls each of us to unite in worship together!

Prayer of Invocation

* Gathering Song Holy, Holy, Holy #1

* Prayer of Reconciliation

Let us remain standing and express ourselves to God.

All:  Creator of the universe, we stand amazed at your power and glory. We are
eager to worship you and offer our praise, but we are often reluctant to answer
when we hear you calling our name. We sing our songs of tribute in the
sanctuary, but shy away from the river, lest we be baptized with the fire of the
Holy Spirit. Forgive us when we forget your promise to be with us always, O God.
Renew us with the power of your ever-present love, and strengthen us to
proclaim your justice throughout the world. Amen.

*A Time for Contemplation (a private time for you and God)

*Assurance of Forgiveness

One: Hear the words of our Creator,
spoken through the prophet Isaiah:
“l have called you by name. You are mine.
Do not fear, for | have redeemed you.”
Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
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*Gloria (Adapted from # 113 Angels We Have Heard on High) Glory Be to the Father #581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

World without end. Amen. Amen. Tune: Gloria Patri, Henry W. Greatorex, 1851, Public Domain

God’s Word for Little Ears
~Hearing God’s Word~

Prayer for Understanding God’s Word
One: Creator God, Holy One,
All:  You have made us in your image,

And we are precious in your sight.
One: Jesus Christ, Son of God,
All: We stand at the river,

Ready to share in your baptism.
One: Holy Spirit, Dove of Peace,

All:  Set us on fire with the power of your love through the reading of Your
Word and presence of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 43:1-7 page 672

One: The Word of the Lord. All:  Thanks be to God.

A Responsive Reading Psalm 29

291 Ascribe to the Lord, you heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;
worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness.
3The voice of the Lord is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders,
the Lord thunders over the mighty waters.
4The voice of the Lord is powerful;
the voice of the Lord is majestic.
5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars;
the Lord breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon.
® He makes Lebanon leap like a calf,
Sirion like a young wild ox.
" The voice of the Lord strikes
with flashes of lightning.
8 The voice of the Lord shakes the desert;
the Lord shakes the Desert of Kadesh.
® The voice of the Lord twists the oaks and strips the forests bare.
And in his temple all cry, “Glory!”
10 The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;
the Lord is enthroned as King forever.
11 The Lord gives strength to his people;
the Lord blesses his people with peace.
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Anthem Shall We Gather at the River? (#375) Arr. by John Carter
New Testament Epistle Acts 8:14-17 page 126
One: The Word of the Lord. All:  Thanks be to God
Gospel Lesson Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 page 60
One: The Word of the Lord. All:  Thanks be to God.
Message Stay Tuned for a Special Announcement Pastor Kim Nelson

~Responding to God’s Word~

*Affirmation of Faith (from the Confession of 1967, section 9.51)
Let us stand and affirm our faith.
By humble submission to John’s baptism, Christ joined himself to people*in
their need and entered upon his ministry of reconciliation in the power of the
Spirit. Christian baptism marks the receiving of the same Spirit by all his people.
Baptism with water represents not only cleansing from sin, but a dying with
Christ and ajoyful rising with him to new life. It commits all Christians to die each
day to sin and to live for righteousness. In baptism, the church celebrates the
renewal of the covenant with which God has bound his people to himself.

* The original language stated “men.”

Invitation to Become a Joyful Giver

Giving of our Tithes and Offerings & Friendship Pad
Please take a moment to sign your name and contact information in the pew pad.

Shall We Gather at the River? arr. by Michael Burkhardt
Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow (# 675, verse 4)

Offertory
*Doxology

All: Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Tune: Tallis’ Canon, Whole Psalter 1561, Public Domain.

Ordination and Installation of Ruling Elders (see insert)

Prayers of the People followed by The Lord’s Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

All: Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread: and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Sung Prayer Response

(adapted from Kum ba Yah # 472)

v.1l) Come by here, my Lord, come by here!
Come by here, my Lord, come by here!
Come by here, my Lord, come by here!
O Lord, come by here!

v.2) Someone needs you, Lord, come by here!
Someone needs you, Lord, come by here!
Someone needs you, Lord, come by here!

O Lord, come by here!
Text and Melody: African-American Spiritual, Public Domain.

~Going Forth to Serve God~
Life in Our Church Community
*Song of Going Forth Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us # 280
*Benediction
*Postlude

Fanfare and Trumpet Tune arr. by Douglas Wagner
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*Please stand, if you are able.
Electronic aid for the hearing impaired is available from the usher.
Music printed and recorded for congregational use only under CCLI # 11373529
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