
17th Sunday after Pentecost                          September 11, 2016 
  

~Gathering the Family of God~ 
 

The Peal of Our Church Bell 
 

Welcome and Greeting One Another with the Peace of Christ 
 

Prelude  “God So Loved the World”                 Sir John Stainer       
 

Call to Worship 
One:    Merciful God, we come like sheep to the shepherd-- 
All:      Some of us following meekly, 
 Some of us following bravely. 
 Some of us wandering alone. 
One: Gather us in.  Make us one with you. 
All: And make us one with each other.  
 Through the power of your Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of Invocation 
 

*Gathering Song           “I Love to Tell the Story”                                       # 462 
                  

*Prayer of Reconciliation 
Let us remain standing and express ourselves to God. 
All: We thank you, God of love, for the good things we have managed to 
accomplish, the temptations were recognized and overcome, and for the wrongs, 
small or large, for which we have been able to make restitution.  It is good to 
know we have not always been foolish nor rebellious sinners.  Yet we have not 
lived, most holy Friend, with the glory you intended for us.  We have not even 
lived up to our own meager expectations.  We fail you, we fail those around us, 
and we disappoint ourselves.  As you have graciously done in the past, look now 
upon our patchy lives and work that miracle of grace which is beyond human 
endeavor.  Pity our folly and failure, forgive our sins; both the sins we see and 
the ones to which we are blind.  Save us from the chronic perversity in our nature 
and bring us to your peace.  Thank you, loving God.  We are grateful that 
humanity continues to be your project.  Our brokenness is brought together by 
your almighty tenderness, our wounds are dressed by your steady fingers, our 
foolish moves are countered by your long sighted strategies, and our small stock 
of faith is tended by your patience.  Wonderful is your saving love!  Through 
Christ Jesus our Savior.  Amen. 
 

A Time for Contemplation (a private time for you and God)  
 
 
 

*Assurance of Forgiveness 
One  God’s loving choice for you is peace and hope.  Rejoice! 
  For God is with you, reaching out to heal and care for you. 
  Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel. 
People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
 

*Gloria Patri                                # 581  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end.  Amen, Amen.   
                                                            Tune:  Gloria Patri, Henry W. Greatorex, 1851,  Public Domain. 

 

God’s Word for Little Ears – Kids Message          Rev David Schaffner  
 

Prayer for Understanding God’s Word 
All: O God, we are often lost.  Let us be guided by your words of hope that we 
may find new life and new beginnings; that we may be your people; and that you 
may be our God.  Amen. 
 

Old Testament Lesson              Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28                                 Page 702 
One:  The Word of the Lord . All:  Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm                                        Psalm 14                        Page 495 
One:  The Word of the Lord . All:  Thanks be to God 
 

New Testament Lesson  1 Timothy 1:12-17         Page 208 
One: The Word of the Lord. All:  Thanks be to God 
 

Gospel Lesson                Luke 15:1-10                                 Page 78    
One:  The Word of the Lord  All:  Thanks be to God 
 

Message   Growing in God’s Love                     Rev David Schaffner 
 

~Responding to God’s Word~ 
 

*Affirmation of Faith     
Let us stand and affirm our faith. 

All:  I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth, And in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended 
into Heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; 
the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.               

 [The Apostles Creed] 



Invitation to Become a Joyful Giver  
  

Giving of our Tithes and Offerings & Friendship Pad 
     Please take a moment to sign your name and contact information in the pew pad 
 

Offertory                                 “Faith of Our Fathers”       H. F. Henry 
 

*Doxology   Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow/Doxology                         # 606 

All:  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,  

  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: A-men. 
                           Tune:  Old Hundredth LM, Genevan Psalter  1551, Public Domain 
 

Prayers of the People followed by Pastoral Prayer 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
All: Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread: and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen.   

                                             

~Going Forth to Serve God~ 
 

Life in Our Church Community 
 

*Song of Sending Forth      God of Our Life          Page 686 
 

*Benediction 

 

*Postlude        “Bringing in the Sheaves”          George A Minor 
 
 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + 

 

 

*Please stand, if you are able.                
Electronic aid for the hearing impaired is available from the usher. 
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Barbara Calvin, Clerk of Session 

Shirley Sullivan, Church Secretary 

Charles Wiles, Treasurer 

Jean Cairns, Bookkeeper 

Kathy Woodfin, Nursery Attendant 

Joanna Shaver, Wedding Coordinator 

Gina Thomas, Maintenance 

 

 

  THE SESSION 

  

 CLASS OF 2016   CLASS OF 2017  CLASS OF 2018 

 Nancy Bray    Paul Farris   Barbara Calvin 

 John Broeckling   Melissa Harris   Scott Harrison 

 Caroline Manuel   Janna Tuck   Harvey Hecht 

 Joanna Shaver              Ray Wilhelm   Jeanne Hirsch 

 

 

SERVICE AND CHURCH SCHOOL 

10:30 A.M. Worship Service 

10:45-11:30 Children and Youth Sunday School 

 

 

GENERAL NOTICES 
Childcare for infants, toddlers and preschoolers is provided during worship. 

The Session meets the third Sunday of the month. 

The Church sponsors Boy Scout Troop 4, Marcia Warren Scoutmaster, and 

 Cub Scout Pack 15, Brian Hall Cubmaster 
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