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First Presbyterian Church 

The church is not a building; the church is not a steeple; 

The church is not a resting place; the church is the people! 

 

I am the church. You are the church. 

We are the church together. 

All who follow Jesus, 

All around the world. 

Yes! We’re the church together. 

 

If you grew up going to church, you may remember this little song, along with the hand 
motions. 

 

Already we’ve missed three weeks of in-person worship, and we’re looking at another 
month at least. In response to extended federal guidelines, both Sessions have voted to 
cancel worship through the end of April.  

 

It’s hard and it may feel like the church is closed. But it is only the building that is closed to 
group activities. THE CHURCH IS NOT CLOSED. WE ARE THE CHURCH!  

 

It is more important than ever that we remember and act out this truth. Even while physi-
cally separated from one another, we can have connection and community – we just have 
to work harder to make it happen. 

 

I am so grateful to all of you who are learning new technology and faithfully participating 
in our online worship services. I am more grateful than words can say for Jonathan Patter-
son and his expertise in producing the online service (so that I don’t have to learn too 
much new technology)! 

(Continued on page 2) 
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WE ARE THE CHURCH! 

I am grateful to those who are keeping in touch with others in the congregation. I am grateful for those who 
worked to move hundreds of sack lunches to St. James AME Church so that our homeless friends can still be fed. I 
am grateful to those who prepared the basement at Westminster and those who moved hundreds of dresses for 
the Semo Prom Mothers project from Jackson. I am grateful for our cleaning service at First Presbyterian and for 
Lynn at Westminster for being extra vigilant in cleaning and disinfecting our spaces. I am grateful for Session mem-
bers who continue to “meet” by email and make important decisions for our continuing ministry and the health of 
our members.  And I am grateful to everyone who is sheltering in place to protect others. 

 

Especially as we approach Holy Week and Easter, we need to remember that suffering and death are not the end of 
the story. RESURRECTION HAPPENS even in the loneliness of the tomb, even in the darkest hours. For the faithful, 
every Sunday is a little Easter. We will celebrate the resurrection like never before when we are back together 
again. 

 

Until then, please continue to watch your email for additional information about worship services and plans for 
communion. 

 

Health and peace, 

Ellen 

(Continued from page 1) 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 Palm Sunday, LIVE online at 10:45 - Sunday, April 5. 

 Maundy Thursday: our worship will be LIVE online at 7:00 pm, Thursday, April 9.  

 

COMMUNION WILL BE CELEBRATED AT BOTH OF THESE SERVICES.  

Here’s how: the services will be LIVE, so that we can all partake at the same time from our various loca-
tions. Pastor Ellen has ordered juice boxes and individually wrapped crackers which will be deliv-
ered to your doorstep AT YOUR REQUEST (please call or email the church office ASAP). You 
may also use any sort of bread or crackers and juice (or wine!) you have at home. 

 

 We will also worship on Good Friday at NOON.  

 

For each of these services, watch your email for a link OR go to YouTube.com, search First Presbyterian 
Church – Cape Girardeau, and click SUBSCRIBE 
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Schedule of Events 

 April 5th—Palm Sunday Service 
10:45 AM (online) 

 April 9th—Maundy Thurs. Ser-
vice.  7:00 PM (online) 

 April 10th—Good Friday Serv.  
NOON (online) 

 April 12th—Easter Sunday.  10:45 
Service (online) 

 

 

 

Church Community Events 

 Book Club: 

The book club is going on temporary 
hiatus to ensure the health and well-
being of all participants.  Contact Jean 
Cairns to hear about upcoming plans. 

 

 Second Tuesday at Chateau: 

Because of COVID-19 concerns and 
especially how it affects the older pop-
ulation, Second Tuesday at the Cha-
teau is suspended until further notice. 

 

 Fellowship Meals: 

Gather, Share, and Eat meals are on 
hold until  further notice. 

 

 

• Wednesday choir meetings on hold until further notice 

 

April 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

1 lb. package of pasta 
Can of Spaghetti Sauce 
Can of Carrots or Peas 

Can of Fruit 

APRIL MEAL– A-MONTH 
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Beginning Sunday, March 22nd, our church canceled services in the interest of  continu-

ing health and wellness and began developing our online skills by hosting  Sunday ser-

vices on YouTube. 

Over the coming weeks, we will continue to forge into the digital world and, hopefully, 

do so a little more successfully each week.  Thank you all for the support and encourage-

ment during this time as we work to find creative ways to continue ministering to every-

one. 

 

To watch archived sermons or be notified about new videos, visit our YouTube channel 

“First Presbyterian Church - Cape Girardeau” and click SUBSCRIBE. 

Services Online 

* Presbyterian Hunger Pro-
gram takes action to alleviate 
hunger and the systemic caus-
es of poverty so all may be 
fed. 

* Self-Development of Peo-
ple invests in communities re-
sponding to their experiences 
of racism, oppression, poverty, 

Received during the season of 
Lent, One Great Hour of Shar-
ing is the single, largest way 
that Presbyterians join together 
to share God's love with our 
neighbors-in-need around the 
world. Each gift to One Great 
Hour of Sharing (OGHS) helps 
to improve the lives of people 
in challenging situations 
through three impactful pro-
grams: 

* Presbyterian Disaster As-
sistance works alongside com-
munities as they recover and 
find hope after the devastation 
of natural or human-caused 
disasters. 

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) 

and injustice and educates 
Presbyterians about the impact 
of these societal ills. 

 

Please make checks out to the 
church and write OGHS in the 
memo.  Alternatively, you can 
donate online through our new 
website at 
www.firstpccape.org/give.  
Under the fund dropdown 
menu, select One Great Hour 
of Sharing (OGHS). 
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The First Presbyterian Church has just rolled out our new online contributions platform.  In response 

to the COVID-19 threat and need for what has been termed “social dis-

tancing,” many of our church functions are transitioning into the digital age.  

Before long, we will be worshiping again as one corporate body in one 

physical space—that is, our beautiful building on Broadway, but in the 

meantime, we will continue worshiping however we are able. 

For more info about the online donations platform, please check out 

www.firstpccape.org/give  

Alternatively, feel free to contact Jonathan Patterson in the church office 

for a tutorial! 

Recently, Judy Rueseler let us 

know that SEMO greenhouse, 

our supplier of Easter Lilies, 

will not be able to provide any 

plants this year. 

Since we will not be meeting as 

a congregation during the 

month of April, the church has 

decided to forego our annual 

Easter Lily tradition. 

In lieu of this, you are encour-

aged to make any planned “In 

Memory of” or “In Honor of” 

donations to the One Great 

Hour of Sharing ministry or to 

the church.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW Online Contributions Platform 

Easter Lilies for 2020 

Since we are not able to meet 

with our Sunday School kids, 

we thought it would be fun to 

mail them some Sunday School 

messages at home.  We remind-

ed them that this is the church 

season of Lent and that this is 

the time before Easter that we 

remember what Jesus sacrificed 

for us and what He taught us 

about how to live as good 

Christians.  We have been solv-

ing puzzles in class using our 

Bible to learn about what His 

lessons are for us.  So each 

week that we are not able to 

meet, the children will get puz-

zles in the mail.   

The first packet that was sent 

also contained a fun idea for 

them to do with their families 

before Easter.  It is an idea that 

all of us might be able to use 

during these difficult 

times.  Take time to look for 

blessings all around you and 

write them on a "Blessing 

Note".  (The children were sent 

colored "Blessing Cards" and 

stickers to use.)  You could start 

a blessing with:  "A blessing I 

saw today....."or "A blessing I 

am thankful for....".  You can 

make a "Blessing Jar" or Bless-

ing Box" or just use a bowl or 

basket to collect the cards to 

keep until Easter.  On Easter 

Sunday you can read them as 

part of your Easter activities or 

share them with a friend by 

phone.   

The last message to the children 

in the first packet was to re-

member that no matter what is 

happening in the world: "God 

loves us and is with us every 

day!"       

Sunday School—Mailing Packets 

http://www.firstpccape.org/give
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APRIL PRAYER CALENDAR 

The Session hopes you will use this ‘Prayer Calendar’ as we daily 
pray for each other and some of the mission concerns of our church. 

 

 
 

From the Mission Yearbook for April 1, 2020 
 
May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard our hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. Amen.  

1ST Presbytery of Beaver-Butler 
2ND  Sarah Holt (birthday) 
3RD Presbytery of Carlisle 
4TH Presbytery of Donegal 
5TH Kathy Brown (birthday) 
6TH The Presbytery of Huntingdon 
7TH Joan Gohn (birthday) 
 Will Bahn (birthday) 
 Hannah Taylor (birthday) 
8TH Presbytery of Lackawanna 
9TH Joanna Shaver (birthday) 
10TH The Synod of Alaska-Northwest 
11TH John Broeckling (birthday) 
12TH Presbytery of Northumberland 
13TH The Presbytery of Philadelphia 
14TH Pittsburgh Presbytery 
 

15TH The Presbytery of Redstone 
16TH Presbytery of Shenango 
17TH Upper Ohio Valley Presbytery 
18TH Presbytery of Lake Erie 
19TH Washington Presbytery 
20th  Sam & Sharon McCune 
(anniversary) 
21ST Synod of Alaska-Northwest 
22ND The Presbytery of West Virginia 
23RD Ann Ritter (birthday) 
24TH Presbytery of Central Washington 
25th Presbytery of Northwest Coast 
26TH Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 
27TH Bob & Cherie Herbst (anniversary) 
28TH Presbytery of Olympia 
29TH Emily Harris (birthday) 
30TH Stephanie Bengtson (birthday) 

 

Memorials 

 

• John & Jeanne Hirsch 
• Paul & Alice Kabo 
• Madge Ridings 
• Ronald Chi-Wai Wong 
• Charlotte Sargent 
• David Addison 

• Evelyn Stover 
• Sarah Barks 
• Sharon Metcalfe 
• Stephen Limbaugh 
• Ann Bartlett 
• Nelson Kasten 

A Memorial has been received in memory of Bill Port from  - 
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Verses of Encouragement 

 

do not fear, for I am with you, 
    do not be afraid, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, 

    I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.  
 

Isaiah 41:10 (NRSV) 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
    whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
    of whom shall I be afraid?  

Psalm 27:1 (NRSV) 

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus.  

Philippians 4:6-7 (NRSV) 

Cast all your anxiety on him,  
because he cares for you.  

 
1 Peter 5:7 (NRSV) 



235 Broadway Street 

PO BOX 477 

Cape Girardeau, MO 63701-0477 

Phone: 573-335-2579 

Email: fpresbytcape@gmail..com 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

“A RINGING LEGACY OF 
FAITH.  SERVING GOD, 
SERVING COMMUNITY.” 

W E ’ RE  ON  THE  WEB !  

F IRSTPCCAPE.ORG 

 

 


